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This is the August 2026 issue of Fret Knot, a publication of the Barony of Altavia of the Society for Creative
Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc.
policies.

Copyright © 2026 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles,
or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler (chronicler@altavia.sca-caid.org), who will
assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.

Fret Knot is provided free of charge and can be downloaded from the Altavia Baronial website
(https://altavia.sca-caid.org/newsletters/) or from the Altavia Baronial Facebook group
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/297336603655499). Membership in the Altavia Facebook group is free
and open to the public, although initial membership needs to be approved by the admins. Fret Knot is also
available from the Chronicler at chronicler@altavia.sca-caid.orqg.

Please respect copyrights. The use of any content or image from Fret Knot, for any publication for profit, or in
any manner that violates federal and international copyright laws is expressly forbidden.
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From She Baronage

July 2026 Comments

Hello Altavia!

We started off the month with a blustery Lyondemere Anniversary. It was a wonderful day of camaraderie, arts, and
martial activities. Unfortunately, our Baronial dragon wing took damage in the wind, with a significant tear.
However, Her Majesty Lorissa reached out to help and gifted us with the supplies needed to repair the tear, and it is
already repaired and back up in service!

Coronation is always one of the big momentous event of the year. It was wonderful to see the Knighthood and
Pelican elevations, and the many acknowledgments and awards given out. Our new King and Queen, Liam and Fara
stepped up, and we are very excited for their reign. A big thank you to Cecilia, who donated an enormous amount
of largesse for the crown to help support their goals of encouraging the youth in the kingdom during this reign, with
toys, activity bags and goodies for them to distribute.

A shout out as well, to Sadhbh, who won Bard of Caid, alongside Mistress Mary, in a tie too close to call. Both of
their performances throughout the competition were wonderful, and both are highly deserving of the title.

Consort’s Champion Martial happened the next day, where there was an abundance of great fighting in armored,
rapier and but and thrust. Congrats to her Majesty Fara's new martial champions.

Consort’s Champion Ranged is this upcoming weekend, which we are hosting. | know our event stewards and
marshal in charge have a great day planned for everyone, and | look forward to seeing what they have in store for
us, and shooting for her Majesty's honor.

In Service to the Dream,
Baroness Amabel Radleigh
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Good Gentles,
Welcome to another Fret Knot!

As | write this, Altavia is dominating archery at Pennsic. In keeping with my ironclad policy of “Never
scoop the Baroness!”, | won’t go into specifics but | am in awe of the reports I've been seeing. Next month’s
message from Her Excellency should be excellent reading!

Meanwhile, those of us who aren’t off to war are melting in the heat. In keeping with my rather less

rigid policy of “Don’t whine about things you can’t control,” that’s about all | can say except to hope everyone’s
staying cool and hydrated.

Until next month, | remain, as always,

In Service to Altavia and the Dream,
Vivienne

P.S. While | am not seeking to step down from the Chronicler’s office anytime soon, a prudent officer
should always have an eye toward the future and contingencies, so | should probably find a deputy. If you are
interested in helping make Fret Knot happen and perhaps taking over some day (although that is not a
requirement), do please let me know.
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Website: Including info on meetings, practices,
officers, events, history, and more!
https://altavia.sca-caid.org/

Discord Server: Scan the QR Code
Facebook Group: Membership is free and open to the to join us on Discord

public
http://www.facebook.com/groups/baronyofaltavia/ SCAN ME
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Would you like to see your artwork here?
We certainly would!
Send it to chronicler@altavia.sca-caid.org!
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Via Zoom Jul 14, 2026, starting at 7:02 pm and ending at 7:59 pm

Attendees:
Sadhbh, Matlens, Petrusha, Karen, Joe, Niall, Vivienne, Amabel, Griffith, Hommer Hart, Doug, Niko,
Timotheus, Lynnette, Merlin, Cecilia
Seneschal’s Report: Sadhbh inghean Duinn (Deputies: Tezar of Aeolis, Merlin Wynn)
Hi Altavia! It’s been a busy couple of weeks - thanks to all who came out to the various events.
Consort’s Champion Ranged is our next priority.
| have purchased a Zoom account tied to the seneschal address, and will submit receipt for
reimbursement once the free trial is over.
Old Business
None
Ongoing Business
Consort's Champion Ranged - July 29, 2026 (Woodley)
Co-Stewards: Ingram, Doug, Karen, and Joe
Stewards met in June for planning.
Karen has been reaching out to folks about their roles and what to bring.

* Elle: gate
* Tezar: lists
* Niko: signs

* Karen: Lunch (less fruit than planned).
* Petrusha: mats, ice chest and ice, loaner gear
* Sadhbh and Lynnette: several items, will coordinate pickup.
We couldn’t find baronial screen (shed wasn’t checked, but trailer was). We have a
borrowed one from Baroness Kristen.
Niko has extra cones if needed.
Cecilia won’t be there at the beginning, but likely by 11. Merlin will take this into
account for Mark challenge.
Agincourt Archery Tournament - October 25, 2026 (Woodley)
Co-Stewards: Vivienne and Ceallach
Vivienne and Ceallach will be co-stewards. Petrusha will be marshal
Still at high-level planning.
Sadhbh will help with site tokens.
Merlin confirmed that we’re on Woodley’s calendar.
Great Western War - November 3-9, 2026
Campmaster: TBD
Registration and IVolunteer are live as of 7/1.
Briana was going to request - Pan is in charge and should be aware already.
Yule - December 12, 2026 (with Angels - our turn to host)
Steward: Niall
Niall Ua Morna will steward, with Lynnette mentoring.
Working theme: animals of winter festivals (penguins, yule cat, unicorns...)

Fret Knot Page 5 of 14 August 2026



Lynnette has confirmed site (church). We may want a little extra time at the end.
Hammer Hart is working on games.
Bardic championships: Briana for Altavia, Tyne(?) for Angels
Planning seating wrt bardic
Dry site - no alcohol. Virgin yule drinks encouraged (think mulled cider).
Lynnette will start group chat with Amabel, Niall, Angels B&B, Lynnette
Potluck will be discussed in group chat
New Business
PayPal Device (Lynette)
Lynnette and Tim bought bag for device, as recommended by Kingdom.
Lynnette will initiate reimbursement request for bag.
Is it ok with the barony to use the device for non-Altavia events that Tim and Lynnette
are running gate? YES! They will do this going forward.
Niall is interested in being a deputy exchequer, and will start group chat with Elle and
TImotheus and Lynnette.

Officer’s Reports
Archers — Petrusha Serebrianoi (Lieutenant: Marianna Lightwood)

We had 2 practices in June with strong turnouts.

June 7: 17 archers (including one first-timer) shooting RRs, the IKAC, and practicing at the 20-
yard line

June 21: 17 archers (again), including the former King and Queen and two youths. We ran two
Royal Rounds as well as open practice at the 20.

Guests from Wintermist, Dun Or, Angels, and Lyondemere are regularly joining our practices.
Arts & Sciences — Marianna Lightwood (Deputy: Jobana de Valencia)

Arts and Sciences for June was held on June 25th at the home of Petrusha and Jobana. The class
was on beginning mead making aka Mead Making 101 and was taught by Petrusha. There were three
people in attendance: Petrusha, Jobana, and myself.

We learned the basics of brewing mead and started a 1-gallon batch of mead using local honey
and a few spices. Everyone received a handout with historical context, a brief history of mead, a starter
recipe, an equipment overview, and notes on yeasts, honey selection, and spices. It was a very fun and
educational class. | can't wait for part two for the next steps!

Bardic Jam with the Band of Bards is happening weekly on Monday nights before fighter
practice and is hosted by Giacchino.

Info for the July A&S Night is coming soon! Also we are looking into starting Open Craft Nights
again, so stay tuned!

Last Tuesday of the month will will be combined part 2 class and open craft night.

Please see Facebook for more information on A&S Nights and Bardic Jam. Please keep coming
out for the Arts and Sciences nights! Please get in touch with me if there is something you would like to
learn or teach, or if you have any questions.

Chatelaine — Ceallach mac Uilliam (Deputy: vacant)

No newcomers recently, but some interested passersby. Petrusha also has some newcomers

brochures, and Griffith has digital files for Spanish translation.
Chronicler — Vivienne de Chauvigny (Deputy: vacant)

July Fret Knot not available yet, but stay tuned. In need of a deputy.
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Constable - Nikolaos Phaistos (for now) (Deputy: Niall Ua Morna)

Nothing new has happened this month other than we have Sir Bernard as our new
constable of Caid. I still have the same items left from FotR, Anniversary and Crescent Artisan.
That is all to report. | have one question though. Do you want me to put signs up for CC ranged
on Sunday? (yes)

Exchequer - Elle Wynn of Essex (Deputy: Timotheus Zacharia von Schloss Zwilling)

Altavia Exchequer’s Report

July 2026
Based on May statement
W.F. Checking $21,725.05
Sub Total $21,725.05
W.F. CD 6 month $6,452.15 (Feb + Aug)
Cash box 0.00
Total $28,177.20
May Transactions
Date Description INCOME EXPENSES NET
05/04 Timothy Coyle — Cash Box Start up 0.00 -500.00 -500.00
05/20 Deposit — Anniversary Gate Cash 1,725.00 0.00 1,725.00
05/20 Deposit — Cash Box Return 500.00 0.00 500.00
05/20 Deposit — Anniversary Gate PayPal 447.69 0.00 447.69
05/20 Deposit — Donations 20.00 0.00 20.00
2,692.69 -500.00 2,192.69
2026 Major Event/Project Income/Expenses (not a complete list)
Date Description Status INCOME EXPENSES NET
N/A T-Shirts Pending 0.00 0.00 0.00
N/A Fund Raising Pending 0.00 0.00 0.00
N/A Donations Pending 0.00 0.00 0.00
01/31/26 FOTR CLOSED 2,620.00 -2,095.10 524.90
03/29/26 Caid Archery Open  CLOSED 0.00 -152.87 -152.87
05/09/26 Anniversary CLOSED 2,185.00 -1,239.43 945.57
07/19/26 C.C. —Ranged Pending 0.00 0.00 0.00
10/25/26 Agincourt Tourney  Pending 0.00 0.00 0.00
12/12/26 A/A Yule Pending 0.00 0.00 0.00
5,093.00 -3,487.40 1,605.60
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2025 Y/E INCOME STATEMENT- Adjusted

TOTAL GROSS INCOME $6,194.05
TOTAL EXPENSES -$5,365.82
TOTAL NET INCOME $828.23

Herald - Briana MacCabe (Deputy: Vivienne de Chauvigny)
Briana still needs access to herald.officer@altavia.sca-caid.org
Lists - Matlens Litovka (Deputy: vacant)
Matlens will run Lists at Agincourt.
Marshal - Nikolaos Phaistos
Marshal, Armored - Griffith von Bremen (Deputy: vacant)
Marshal’s Monthly Report Report Period: June 2026
Armored Combat Marshal: 1
Participants: 4, 4, x, 7, x (average, 3) 3 practices
Minimum Authorization Age: 16
Experimental Weapons: 0
Problems/Injuries: Typical / Minimal (armor bites, bruises, sprains, etc.)
Current Status: No issues to report.
Visiting Knights:
Local Knights: Sir Christian von Dresden
Comments: No injuries. No issues. Armor operational. Regular attendees.
Cancelled third and fifth practices this month due to fighter scheduling unavailability.
Marshal, Equestrian - Guene Annwyll (Deputy: vacant)

No report.

Marshal, Rapier - Giacchino Morone Lococo di San Filippo (Deputy: Nikolaos Phaistos)

We had a very eventful month, with attendance at practice ranging from 5-11 people,
participating in both rapier and cut & thrust.

On June 22, Panda came for a visit to teach a primer class on Messer. It was fantastic.
The rest of the night was filled with more instruction and lots of sparring.

The first month of July was our normal monthly Boar Pit at the end of practice. We had
9 participants. The form was Rapier and Dagger.

1 minor injury was reported to me from the July 13 practice (I was not in attendance
that day) involving Ceallach and Sadhbh sparring in Cut and Thrust. Ceallach submitted an
accounting of the incident to me and it has been reported to the Kingdom rapier marshal.

No other incidents were reported to me.

Niko adds: we may want to purchase some small C&T swords.

Marshal, Thrown Weapons - Christofanus Castellani (Deputy: Cecilia Medici)

No news yet for practices. | will be running many Baronial championships at GWW. |
believe Altavia requested Friday. What time is best?

Amabel says Saturday afternoon is best, will coordinate if this doesn’t work

Marshal, Youth Combat - Cecilia di Medici (Deputy: vacant)

| have pool noodles now | just need pex , foam pieces and duct tape to make swords

then work on making shields( wood and leather/rope straps plus more pool noodles).
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| have been out of town a lot recently with wars and family but hope to get to a practice
to have a build day, so we can start youth practice once a month( could go more if enough
interest).

Social Media - Petrusha Serebrianoi (Deputy: Briana MacCabe)
Facebook
e 897 total members
* 1 member joined the FB group in June
* 34 total posts from all members in May (17% less than May)
e Saturday was the best day for engagement
* The top 3 posts were regarding the dragon wing repair day, the mead making class, and
the archery group photo.
Discord: 4 new members joined our Discord group in June.
Webwright - Merlin Wynn (Deputies: Vivienne de Chauvigny & Petrusha Serebrianoi)

Emails should be up to date except for Briana (herald officer) and Vivienne (herald
deputy). Sadhbh will share this month’s meeting notes to help us cross-check officer and deputy
names.

Youth - Cecilia Medici (Deputy: vacant)

| will have some for Consort’s Champion Ranged, but | will arrive late as | have a morning
breakfast in EI Cahon and will be driving in from there.(l doubt any kids will do a project but it
will be there.)

Next Council Meeting — August 11, 2026
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Qltavia's Wpcoming Haents

***|jstings are as current and complete as feasible, but confirm with online resources or event stewards for
the most recent information. ***

Agincourt Tournament|
Sunday 10/25/2026
Site: Woodley Park Archery Range
EVENT STEWARDS: Lady Vivienne de Chauvigny & THL Ceallach mac Uilliam

Yule
Saturday, 12/12/2026
Site: TBD
EVENT STEWARD: Noble Niall Ua Morna & Dame Lynnette de Sandoval del Valle de los Unicornios
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Webpage: https://altavia.sca-caid.org/officers/

Baroness

Baronage and the Baronial Court

THL Amabel Radleigh

Baroness@altavia.sca-caid.org

Chief Lord in Waiting

THL Merlin Wynn

Court@altavia.sca-caid.org

Captain of the Guard

THL Ceallach mac Uilliam

Guard@altavia.sca-caid.org

Officers of the Barony

Seneschal
Deputies

Lady Sadhbh inghean Duinn
Mestresse Tezar of Aeolis

Seneschal@altavia.sca-caid.org

THL Merlin Wynn

Arts & Sciences Officer

Lady Marianna Lightwood

Arts@altavia.sca-caid.org

Deputy

Master Timotheus Zacharia von

Deputy Jobana de Valencia, Armiger

Chatelaine THL Ceallach mac Uilliam Chatelaine@altavia.sca-caid.org
Deputy (vacant)

Chronicler Lady Vivienne de Chauvigny Chronicler@altavia.sca-caid.org
Deputy (vacant)

Constable Master Nikolaos Phaistos . .

Constable@altavia.sca-caid.or

Deputy Noble Niall Ua Morna @ &

Exchequer THL Elle Wynn of Essex

Exchequer@altavia.sca-caid.org

Schloss Zwilling

Sable Fret Herald
Deputy

Dame Briana MacCabe
Lady Vivienne de Chauvigny

Herald@altavia.sca-caid.org

Social Media Officer
Deputy

Boiarin Petrusha Serebrianoi
Dame Briana MacCabe

SocialMedia@altavia.sca-caid.org

Webwright
Deputies

THL Merlin Wynn
Boiarin Petrusha Serebrianoi

Webwright@altavia.sca-caid.org

Lady Vivienne de Chauvigny

Youth Officer

Deputy

Dame Cecilia de Medici
(vacant)

Youth@altavia.sca-caid.org

Fret Knot
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Marshalate of the Barony

Baronial Marshal Master Nikolaos Phaistos Marshal@altavia.sca-caid.org
Captain of Archers Boiarin Petrusha Serebrianoi . .
ArcheryMarshal@al .sca- )
Lieutenant of Archers Lady Marianna Lightwood rcheryMarshal@altavia.sca-caid.org
Marshal - Armored Combat | THL Griffith von Bremen Marshal@altavia.sca-caid.org
] EquestrianMarshal@altavia.sca-
Marshal - Equestrian THL Guene Annwyll g @

caid.org

THL Giacchino Morone
Lococo di San Filippo

Marshal - Rapier RapierMarshal@altavia.sca-caid.org

ThrownWeaponsMarshal@altavia.sca-

Marshal - Thrown Weapons | Dame Cecilia Medici

caid.org
Marshal - Youth Combat Dame Cecilia Medici YouthCombat@altavia.sca-caid.org
Lists Officer THL Matlens Litovka Lists@altavia.sca-caid.org

Interested in helping the Barony and learning how to be an officer?
Interested in one of the open positions or in being a deputy for one of the offices?
Please contact the Seneschal at: seneschal@altavia.sca-caid.org
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Mectings & Practices

Please come join us! Newcomers and visitors are welcome!

Meetings
* Council Meeting

* Date/Time: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm

* Location: Held via Zoom -- Link is posted to the Altavia Baronial Facebook Group

* This is the monthly Baronial business meeting. The meeting consists of officer reports, event
reports, discussion of Baronial involvement at the Kingdom level, new officers discussion, and
announcements. Baronial decisions are made here, and you do have a voice.

* Everyone is welcome (and encouraged) to attend the meeting!

* Contact the Seneschal for details: seneschal@altavia.sca-caid.org

* Newcomers Meeting -- Currently on Hiatus

* Date/Time: Once a month, usually on the 4th Monday of the month, 7:00pm

* Location: Verdugo Park, 3201 West Verdugo, Burbank, CA 91505, right hand side of the park at
the stone tables near the tennis courts

* These classes cover a general overview of the SCA and the types of events we hold in Caid.
Please bring your questions and wonderful smiles. We look forward to seeing everyone there!

* Contact the Chatelaine for details: chatelaine@altavia.sca-caid.org
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* Fighter Practice & Social Night

Date/Time: Every Monday, 7:00pm

Location: At Verdugo Recreation Center in Burbank, 3201 West Verdugo, Burbank CA, 91505
(From Verdugo, turn North onto California and we are on the right hand side, half way down the
block).

Almost every Monday night we gather at Verdugo Park for Fighter Practice and also socializing.
Come on down and participate in the activities, hang out, bring a project to work on, or chat
with fellow Altavians. Non-meeting days include Monday holidays and the few days we get
rained out. Updates about the Fighter Practice nights are posted on the Altavia Facebook page.
Contact the Chatelaine for details: chatelaine@altavia.sca-caid.org

Arts & Sciences

* Arts & Science Workshops (aka Craft Nights)

Occasional Meetings

Please check the Altavia Baronial Facebook Group for times.

We regularly have meetings covering many types of arts and sciences including but not limited
to Scribal and working on Largess for Baronial Presentations.

The meetings sometimes have a project theme, which is published on the Altavia Baronial
Facebook Group

Contact the Arts & Sciences Officer for details, questions, or to teach a class.

* Bardic - Weekly Bardic Jams

Date/Time: Monday nights before fighter practice, beginning at 6:30pm at the stone tables
Location: Verdugo Park, 3201 West Verdugo, Burbank, CA 91505, right hand side of the park
near the tennis courts.

Singers, instrumentalists, and audience welcome!

We practice an eclectic mix of traditional folk music and some period pieces here and there,
with the goal of performing at wars and other events

Hosts: THL Giacchino Morone Loccoco di San Filippo and Dame Briana MacCabe

* Bardic - Occasional Bardic Circles

Often held after Altavian events at the home of Baron Sir Robear du Bois
All can perform or watch!

Contact the bards for directions & dates

Host: Baron Sir Charles of Dublin

* Brewing - Currently on Hiatus; contact Dame Selene for info

Special interest group for home brewing of beer, mead, wine, liqueurs, fermented foods, and
more.

All are welcome in discussions, recipes & historical research.

Join the Guild on Facebook: Knotty Brewers of Caid (Membership is free and open to the public,
although membership must to be approved by the admins)

* Culinary Guild - Currently on Hiatus

Special interest group for all things delicious to eat and drink.

All are welcome in discussions, recipes & historical research.

Join the Guild on Facebook: Altavia's Culinary Guild (Membership is free and open to the public,
although membership must to be approved by the admins)

Fret Knot
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Combat Practices
* Archery - archerymarshal@altavia.sca-caid.org
* Date - The 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday of the month, as weather permits. May be cancelled when
in conflict with events, especially if they're archery-related.
* Time - Time varies between 10am-1pm or 9am-12pm depending on the time of the year and
the amount of heat.
* Additional Saturday Practices may be held at the discretion of the Captain of Archers.
* Location: Woodley Park Archery Range
* Contact the Captain of Archers or check Altavia website, Facebook group, or Discord server to
verify days and times and to inquire about loaner gear.
* Armored Combat - marshal@altavia.sca-caid.org
* Date/Time: Monday 7:00pm-9:30pm
* Location: At Verdugo Recreation Center in Burbank, 3201 West Verdugo, Burbank CA, 91505
(From Verdugo, turn North onto California and we are on the right hand side, half way down the
block).
* Almost every Monday night we gather at Verdugo Park for Fighter Practice and just socializing.
* Come on down and participate in the activities, hang out, bring a project to work on, or chat
with fellow Altavians.
* Non-meeting days include Monday holidays and the few days we get rained out. Updates about
the Fighter Practice nights are posted on the Altavia baronial Facebook Group.
* Equestrian - equestrianmarshal@altavia.sca-caid.org- Currently on Hiatus
* Contact the Equestrian Marshal for more information.
* Rapier Combat - rapiermarshal@altavia.sca-caid.org
* Date/Time: Monday 7:30pm-9:30pm
* Location: At Verdugo Recreation Center in Burbank, 3201 West Verdugo, Burbank CA, 91505
(From Verdugo, turn North onto California and we are on the right hand side, half way down the
block).
* Almost every Monday night we gather at Verdugo Park for Practice and just socializing.
* Come on down and participate in the activities, hang out, bring a project to work on, or chat
with fellow Altavians.
* Non-meeting days include Monday holidays and the few days we get rained out ... updates
about the Fighter Practice nights are posted on the Altavia baronial Facebook Group.
e Thrown Weapons - thrownweaponsmarshal@altavia.sca-caid.org- Currently on Hiatus
* Date/Time - The 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday of the month 11:30am to 3:00pm
* Location: Woodley Park Archery Range
* Contact the Thrown Weapons Marshal for more information and for loaner gear.
* Youth Combat - youth@altavia.sca-caid.org- Currently on Hiatus
* Date/Time: 2nd & 4th Monday 7:30pm-9:30pm
* Location: At Verdugo Recreation Center in Burbank, 3201 West Verdugo, Burbank CA, 91505
(From Verdugo, turn North onto California and we are on the right hand side, half way down the
block).
* Contact the Youth Combat Marshal for more information.
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Armored Combat Lord Giovanni del Pace 09 May 26

Arts & Sciences THL Cassandre Nicole Loustaunau 09 May 26

Games Primus Tertius Turbo 13 Dec 25

Rapier Combat Eoghan Ui Confri 09 May 26
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et Hnot Submissions & Deadlines

Send in your Cartoons, Articles, Recipes, How-tos, Photos, Stories, or anything else you want to share.
It counts as an official publication for resume & documentation purposes!
Share what you do with your barony!!

Please send submissions or questions to: chronicler@altavia.sca-caid.org

Fret Knot is published "as close as feasible to the first day of the issue’s month", with the deadline being “about
a week before that please please please”. The Editrix alleges intent to increase specificity in the future.

Submissions may be edited for size, grammar, and style. Substantive changes will be coordinated in advance.

Fret Knot welcomes submissions from anyone, whether or not they are members of Altavia.
There are a handful of restrictions, hopefully obvious:
e Submissions must relate in some way to the SCA and must conform with legal and SCA requirements.
*  Submitter must possess copyright or permission from the copyright holder.
* Fret Knot will not knowingly publish any content generated by artificial intelligence (Al).
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